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The data presented in the report by AUyson Cole-Strauss et al. (6_SeEk 
normally seen in cultured mammahan cells (1). 

form of cloned cells, was performed. 

The implications of this data should demand the utmost in experimental control. 

Kirlf R. Thomas 
Mario R. Capecchi 

Howard Hughes Medical histitute 
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, UT 84n2,^USA 
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Response: We appreciate the timely comments of Thomas and Capecchi and thank them for their 
important suggestions. The observations that we described in our report (1) are the initial fmdings of an 
ongoing study in which established, stable cell lines, altered genetically by chimeric oligonucleotides, are 
now being grown out. For all efforts, numerous controls are performed to eliminate alternative 
explanations, such as polymerase chain reaction artifacts, as the basis for the observations. A number of 
avenues of investigation opened by our observations are currently being pursued. 
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